
FDA Advisory Committee 
convenes and recommends against 
approval of Lykos’ MDMA-Assisted 

Therapy application.

June 4, 2024

June 20, 2024

June 18, 2024

May 30, 2024

June 21, 2024

June 23, 2024

Journalist Rachel Nuwer 
publishes article on BBC 
focusing on researchers 

and activists in support of 
Lykos’ drug application.

Robyn Thomas emails plans for a 
coordinated PR campaign involving 
Lykos, PSFC, Healing Breakthrough, and the 
Psychedelic Communications Hub.

Tim Ferriss — funder of 
UC Berkley psychedelic 
journalism scholarship 
— sends email asking 
followers to share 
Nuwer’s article.

Vitamin D Public Relations sends email 
to media on behalf of Healing Breakthrough 
and Heroic Hearts Project promoting Heroic 
Hearts’ Open Letter.

Heroic Hearts Project 
publishes press release 

misrepresenting Psymposia, 
claiming ICER is funded by “Big 
Pharma,” and pinning FDA and 

ICER decisions largely on Dr. 
Neşe Devenot.

Retweeted by 
Tim Ferriss and 
Michael Pollan.

ICER hosts meeting to 
review Lykos’ MDMA 
application and 
recommends against 
approval.

Heroic Hearts 
tweets press release.

Quote tweeted by SpaceX Board 
Member Steve Jurvetson (donated 
$479,447 to Heroic Hearts in 
2022).

Quote tweeted by Genevieve 
Jurvetson — Board Member of 
PSFC (PSFC donated $250,000 
to Heroic Hearts in 2022).

Tim Ferris 
retweets 
Heroic 
Hearts’ 
post.

In response to Evans’ 
tweet about this article, 

former MAPS Veteran 
Affairs Liason Jon 

Lubecky responds with 
unfounded claims about 
members of Psymposia.

Jurvetson deletes, edits and 
reposts tweet.

June 25, 2024

Heroic Hearts, Healing 
Breakthrough, and 

Mission Within launch 
“Approve MDMA 

Therapy” website. 
Website form asks 

people if they would 
be willing to sign 

letters, speak on Zoom, 
or appear at press 

interviews.

Jules Evans publishes 
article noting that four 
PR firms have been 
hired by Lykos and 
veteran organizations 
to combat FDA advisory 
committee/ICER 
recommendations.

June 25, 2024

June 24, 2024

“The troops being sent into this PR 
battle are any researchers, journalists 
or veteran groups which have received 
funding from the Psychedelic Science 

Funders Collaborative (PSFC)...”

June 25, 2024

June 26, 2024
Heroic Hearts  
removes Dr. Neşe 
Devenot from its 
press release.

Presidential candidate 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 

quote tweets Heroic 
Hearts press release, 
receiving over 1,000 

Likes. 

Heroic Hearts posts press release on 
Instagram.

Dr. Bronner’s 
Instagram account 

boosts Heroic 
Hearts’ post (Dr. 

Bronner’s has 
donated  over 

$200,000 to 
Heroic Hearts).

The PR Campaign Against ICER, FDA’s AdComm, and 
Psymposia: Visual Timeline of Events

Click images to expand.

June 29, 2024

June 29, 2024

July 2, 2024

July 2, 2024

July 2, 2024

July 8, 2024

July 8, 2024

July 10, 2024

July 11, 2024

July 19, 2024

July 25, 2024

August 2, 2024

August 9, 2024

August 10, 2024

August 12, 2024

February 4, 2025

July 29, 2025

March 7, 2025

August 24, 2025

September 4, 2025

August 29, 2025

November 1, 2024

August 5, 2024

August 7, 2024

Congressman Dan Crenshaw 
tweets Heroic Hearts’ talking 
points and publishes a video 
mischaracterizing ICER and 

Psymposia.  This was reshared 
by Heroic Hearts with the 

quote: 

“Thank you, [Dan Crenshaw]! 
The success of MDMA-AT 

to treat PTSD should not be 
undermined by activists. We 

need all the support we can get, 
especially from the 

[FDA].  This country’s veterans 
deserve effective PTS treatments 

immediately.”

Elon Musk shares Dan 
Crenshaw’s tweet and 

video stating “Dan’s 
right about this.”

Dan Crenshaw 
encourages his followers 

to collectively harass 
Psymposia and ICER. 

Heroic Hearts releases 
a second press release 
characterizing ICER’s 
report as “anti-MDMA.”

Lykos Therapeutics’ 
parent organization, 
the Multidisciplinary 
Association for 
Psychedelic Studies 
(MAPS) promotes 
Heroic Hearts and 
Healing Breakthrough 
on Instagram and in 
emailer.

Pinned tweet on 
Psymposia’s Twitter 
page receives vitriolic 
harassment within hours 
our Crenshaw tweet.

Open letter 
coordinated by Bob 
Jesse is published 
endorsing Lykos’ 
MDMA NDA. It 
was signed by 20 
individuals. Shared by 
Steve Jurvetson and 
Elon Musk.

Nonprofit VETS releases 
statement urging FDA to approve 

Lykos’ MDMA application. 
VETS was founded in 2019 on a 

$100,000 donation from PSFC 
and received $71,000 from Lykos’ 

parent company MAPS in 2020.

Heroic Hearts 
announces press 
conference in 
Washington D.C., unveils 
memorial art project. 
Livestream never starts. 
Video posted later. 

Psymposia releases 
rapid response statement 

on Heroic Hearts’ 
Washington, D.C. press 

conference.

This article is shared by Genevieve 
Jurvetson of PSFC, her husband Steve 
Jurvetson, Michael Pollan, and Heroic 
Hearts Project.

Chacruna 
(whose Executive 
Director Bia 
Labate is a MAPS 
staff member) 
publishes critical 
article about 
Psymposia’s 
criticism of 
MAPS/Lykos. 

This article 
was published 
days after Dr. 
Devenot blocked 
article author 
Geoff Bathje — a 
MAPS-endorsed 
psychedelic 
clinic co-founder 
—from their 
Facebook for 
bullying.

Jesse Gould 
(Heroic Hearts) is 

interviewed on “The 
Psychedelic Report.”

Geoff Bathje 
(author of Chacruna 
article) interviewed 

on “The Psychedelic 
Report.”

Christiana Musk 
publishes pro-MDMA 
piece in Time. Musk does 
not disclose that Satori 
Capital — where she is 
an Operating Partner — 
is an investor in Lykos 
Therapeutics.

FDA rejects Lykos’ 
Application. The 
agency requests a 
new Phase 3 study.

Psychedelic podcaster Hamilton Morris publishes 
podcast with Dr. Casey Paleos, a principal investigator 
and study therapist for Lykos-sponsored phase 3 clinical. 
In the episode description, Morris baselessly speculates if 
Psymposia was “responsible for a type of manipulation or 
coercion [of MAPS’s clinical trial participants] analogous 
to the coercion that yielded false accounts of satanic ritual 

abuse during the Satanic Panic of the 80s and 90s[.]”

A popular content creator, Andrew Callaghan 
of Channel 5 (4M social followers, 400M views), 
broadcast a video interview with Hamilton Morris 
to millions of his followers, making a number of false 
and hostile claims about Psymposia. Callaghan and 
Morris erroneously claim that the nonprofit Usona 
secretly funded Psymposia to attack Compass Pathways 
and interfere with MDMA legalization efforts. They 
continue to spread the lie that Psymposia was paid to 
“run a campaign” to prevent MDMA approval, and that 
Psymposia lied to the FDA. They refer to Psymposia as 
“terrorists,” and Callaghan ends the video asking Morris 
how his followers can help “destroy these bastards.” 

Andrew Jacobs and Rachel Nuwer (who wrote the 
June 20, 2024 BBC article above) publish a New 

York Times article laying blame on Psymposia for 
the FDA’s rejection of Lykos’ application. This article 

contains numerous incorrect claims about Psymposia 
and was widely shared, including by MAPS.  

John Semley 
publishes an 

article in Wired 
that reports 

Psymposia received 
a 2024 donation 

from the Sarlo 
Foundation.

WIRED article is 
shared by popular  

commentators like 
Hamilton Morris,  

who incorrectly claim 
that this reporting 
proved Psymposia 
was paid to “run a 

campaign to prevent 
the approval of 

MDMA.” This is stated 
nowhere in Semely’s 

reporting.

The Guardian reports that psychedelic advocates 
including MAPS founder “[Rick] Doblin...blamed the anti-

corporate psychedelics group Psymposia” for MDMA’s 
rejection.

The FDA releases its Complete Response Letter to Lykos detailing its 2024 rejection of MDMA-assisted therapy. The letter 
revealed that the FDA had discovered “several unreported adverse events” at two trial sites. This corroborates what Psymposia 

had been saying consistently: adverse events were not reported, and this pattern of non-reporting represents a threat to public 
health. The letter specifies numerous other specific reasons for rejection unrelated to Psymposia’s concerns, including failure to 
collect ‘positive’ adverse events; lack of durability data; and high rates of prior MDMA use among participants, and high rates of 

prescreening failures.

Hamilton Morris 
publishes another 
podcast accusing 
Psymposia 
members of 
crimes and being 
responsible for the 
FDA’s rejection of 
MDMA.

Psymposia 
publishes article 
pointing out 
numerous errors 
in the NYT’s 
reporting.  

WHAT A TRIP film 
releases a video claiming 

Psymposia and ICER 
“derailed the federal 

advisory committee.”

Film maker Nirvan Mullick 
writes that “a small group 

of radical activists hijacked 
a federal regulatory 

process.”

Film erroneously labels 
many public commenters 

at FDA’s advisory 
committee as “Undisclosed 

Psymposia Activists.”

61 House and 19 
Senate members 
sign letter asking 
Joe Biden to approve 
MDMA-assisted 
therapy.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EjzhsL1fRG0
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20240620-fda-advisors-voted-against-mdma-therapy-researchers-are-still-fighting-for-it
https://bit.ly/3W0LKKC
https://bit.ly/3xzb696
http://bit.ly/3zp6tz6
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJ7rscUNlop4jr8a8oQYfVgEziLIkp-Jx&feature=shared
https://web.archive.org/web/20240624154344/https://heroicheartsproject.org/exposing-icers-anti-veteran-campaign-against-mdma-assisted-therapy/
https://bit.ly/45Kjwaj
https://bit.ly/3VIr60r
https://bit.ly/3VKPGxS
https://bit.ly/3zi911L
https://bit.ly/4cB9JFJ
https://www.approvemdmatherapy.com/
https://www.ecstaticintegration.org/p/lykos-rallies-the-troops
https://heroicheartsproject.org/exposing-icers-anti-veteran-campaign-against-mdma-assisted-therapy/
https://bit.ly/3xqm6Wp
https://bit.ly/3xARxNA
https://bit.ly/4clHevS
https://bit.ly/3RHse3l
https://bit.ly/3L7k0Oc
https://heroicheartsproject.org/hhps-response-to-icers-final-report-on-national-ptsd-awareness-day/
https://bit.ly/4eJeTkN
https://bit.ly/3RRkYls
https://bit.ly/3SggrcH
https://bit.ly/3VS8Q4M
https://bit.ly/3LbYuYO
https://www.scientiststatementonptsd.com/
https://bit.ly/3VZnaZn
https://bit.ly/3XXcnS5
https://bit.ly/4eVkXqz
https://bit.ly/3zxauBl
https://bit.ly/3zQcSU2
https://bit.ly/3zTcfsU
https://bit.ly/3WcVqAx
https://bit.ly/3WyytcD
https://bit.ly/4cTs69q
https://bit.ly/3WwpxnZ
https://bit.ly/3yzMuxn
https://bit.ly/4dcV4RK
https://bit.ly/4fzHd9N
https://www.psymposia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/CMusk_Time-scaled.png
https://bit.ly/3YzHD9Z
https://bit.ly/3Mjp3Mh
https://bit.ly/3SHG85O
https://bloom.bg/3WDzI9b
https://bit.ly/46EixJf
https://bit.ly/3X1BvFp
https://www.psymposia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/RobynThomasEmail.png
https://www.psymposia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/HeroicHearts_HealingBreakthrough_VitaminD_Standard.png
https://bit.ly/3IvxiX7
https://bit.ly/4pzipUc
https://bit.ly/3Iyve0s
https://bit.ly/4ncr9xY
https://bit.ly/4gZFtrB
https://bit.ly/3KeiBbC
https://bit.ly/4mogBed
https://bit.ly/4nDx2nJ

